
  
 
 

CHRIS MERDON ANNOUNCES “GREEN PLAN” FOR HOWARD COUNTY 
GOVERNMENT 

 
Candidate announces progressive plan to address environmental concerns in Howard 
County 
 
Woodstock, Md., September 18, 2006 – Speaking at the Howard County Conservancy, 
Council Chairman Christopher J. Merdon unveiled his plans to establish a more 
environmentally friendly Howard County. Merdon outlined a four step plan that he 
believes can be implemented without significant cost to county taxpayers, but will reap 
enormous benefits for generations to come.  
 
“In order to preserve our natural resources for our children, it is imperative that the 
county government set the example.  Not only is it important to preserve the beauty of 
our environment, it is essential to maintain clean air, water and other natural resources for 
centuries to come.  Our work must begin now, not later” said Merdon.  “My goal is to 
enlist the help of a task force of environmentalists, business people, and interested 
citizens to help me create a “Green Plan” for Howard County Government.    
 
Merdon announced that his first “Green Plan” priority will be to establish a county 
funded “Infill Alternative Program” for the more developed parts of the county, 
especially the eastern end.  He will charge the task force with exploring a dedicated 
revenue source to fund such a program.   Currently, under the county agriculture 
preservation program, the county purchases development rights from farmers.  With a 
diminishing number of farms eligible or interested to enter into the program, Merdon is 
interested in using funds for the purchase of small tracts of land in existing 
neighborhoods.  Currently, these smaller parcels, most of which have already been 
designated as lots, are easily developed.   
 
“I am committing to fulfilling our current obligations under the agriculture preservation 
program and seeking new farm candidates for the program.  However, as the number of 
eligible farms diminishes, I will seek to redirect that money to purchasing land for small 
community parks.” said Merdon.   
 
Merdon’s second “Green Plan” point involves a more aggressive reforestation program.  
Currently, the reforestation program has accumulated more than $3.5 million, less current 
commitments, from developers paying a fee in-lieu of planting trees that they remove for 
development, but has resulted in few plantings.  When fully expended, the reforestation 



account could plant more than 50,000 trees throughout Howard County.  “Our 
community could benefit from an additional 50,000 trees today, but county government 
has chosen to let our financial resources sit rather then putting it to work to improve our 
environment” said Merdon.  
 
Merdon plans to develop partnerships with the Columbia Association, non-profit groups, 
and other entities to plant more trees throughout the county at no cost to our partners.  
Moreover, Merdon plans to examine the costs of operating our current program to ensure 
that the fee-in-lieu paid by developers, covers actual costs.  Currently, the program 
operates at an approximate $300,000 annual loss, according to the FY 07 county budget.  
 
The third point in Merdon’s “Green Plan” proposes that the county look carefully at 
capturing the methane gas produced at landfills for conversion to energy.  EPA studies 
indicate that the Alpha Ridge Landfill is a possible candidate.  Energy created at the 
landfill could be used to power county owned facilities, reducing utility costs while 
improving our environment. A Merdon administration will work with the EPA and the 
State of Maryland to fully explore this opportunity. 
 
Currently, Prince George’s County has a successful project in place which generates 
$60,000 a month in additional County revenue by selling electricity generated to the 
power grid.  Additionally, the project provides all the electrical needs of the Prince 
George’s County Correctional Facility.  The project also reduces annual greenhouse gas 
reductions equivalent to planting 5,300 acres of forest, removing the emissions of 3,700 
vehicles, or preventing the use of 45,500 barrels of oil.  Additionally, Prince George's 
County Sandy Hill Landfill has collected about 5.2 million tons of trash and is expected 
to generate landfill gas for at least 30 years. NASA plans to use the gas for at least 10 
years and hopes to extend that use to 20 years. 
 
“Utilizing existing technology to turn trash into electricity by capturing of methane gas at 
Alpha Ridge shows some promise of saving money while reducing harmful gas emissions 
to our environment” said Merdon.  According to the EPA, landfill gas is about 50 percent 
methane, a potent greenhouse gas. Landfill gas is also a source of smog and odor 
problems. By capturing and using landfill gas Howard County improves our quality of 
life by reducing air pollution, minimizing safety risks associated with unharnessed gas, 
such as explosions, and tapping into an otherwise wasted source of usable energy. 
Funding sources are available through Maryland’s Community Environment Loan 
Program (CELP). 
 
No plan would be complete without a look at alternative fuel vehicles.  The county has a 
significant number of vehicles on the road, producing harmful pollutants to our 
environment.  As County Executive, Merdon will order the Department of Public Works 
to convert county non-emergency diesel operated fleet to bio-diesel compatible vehicles. 
According to the National Biodiesel Board, Biodiesel is better for the environment 
because it is made from renewable resources and has lower emissions compared to 
petroleum diesel. It is less toxic than table salt and biodegrades as fast as sugar. Since it is 
made in Maryland from renewable resources such as soybeans, its use decreases our 
dependence on foreign oil and contributes to our own economy.  In addition, as county 
automobiles are retired each should be replaced by a hybrid or natural gas vehicle.   



 
Councilman Merdon also committed to continuing the current administrations plans to 
build a Leadership in Energy and Efficiency Design (LEED) Silver certified county 
complex.  “I am committed to constructing a county building that uses our resources 
more efficiently, while creating a healthier and more energy-efficient environment” said 
Merdon. 
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