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KAUFMAN AND MERDON ANNOUNCE PLANS FOR “SCHOOL SYSTEM OF THE FUTURE”  

Merdon and Kaufman commit to integrating technology into all aspects of the learning experience  
 
Ellicott City, Md., October 10, 2006 -- It would be difficult for any of us to imagine going through a typical day 
without using some form of modern technology. As a Vice President of a Fortune 500 Technology company, 
County Executive candidate Chris Merdon knows first hand the importance of technology in our everyday lives. 
As Board Chairman, Joshua Kaufman knows that technology is a vital, but often missing, tool to increase 
student achievement in today’s schools. They want to ensure that Howard County students are prepared for the 
technology of the future through learning today. That is why they are committed to making Howard County, MD 
the School System of the Future.  

Inspired by “The School of the Future”, a public secondary school built by the School District of Philadelphia in 
partnership with the Microsoft Corporation, Mr. Kaufman and Mr. Merdon want to implement here in Howard 
County many of the technologies and learning techniques used at that school. The School of the Future will 
serve as a planning model for Howard County on how private industry, the Howard County Public School 
System Educational Foundation and the County government can work together to improve education. According 
to the School District of Philadelphia, the end result of their joint partnerships is a state-of-the-art educational 
institution incorporating the latest technology that will advance students’ academic possibilities and be a conduit 
for career development.  

“Howard County is fortunate to have so many outstanding businesses willing to assist our public education 
system. As County Executive, I will use my existing and newly formed relationships with business leaders and 
the Department and Board of Education to enrich the education experience for students’ through management 
training, leadership development, job training and research to foster student learning,” said Merdon.  

The School System of the Future initiative will directly address one of the key issues facing the Howard County 
Public School System: Beginning in 2009 all Maryland high school students must pass High School 
Assessments (HSAs) in Algebra, Biology, American Government, and English to receive a high school diploma. 
“This initiative will complement and strengthen all of our programs geared to ensuring that all of our students 
pass the HSAs, especially those who are most at risk” said Kaufman.  

Their goal is to infuse technology into every aspect of a student’s learning experience. In doing so, students will 
be better prepared to enter college, technical school or the workforce. For this to be possible, our school system 
must first have the resources today.  

 
Science, Technology, Engineering and Math (STEM)  
 
Nothing will better prepare students for the workforce of the future than a focus on science, technology, 
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engineering and math (STEM). As the global economy matures and developing nations begin to excel in STEM, 
Howard County students must be prepared. When international students will be competing for the same jobs 
that Howard County students strive for, it is no longer good enough to be the best school system in Maryland. 
Together they will fund and implement a STEM initiative in Howard County that will place the school system in 
the forefront of the international educational arena. Following are some components of this initiative:  

 
Computers for Every Freshman  
 
Chris Merdon and Joshua Kaufman know that getting the chance to use a computer only when one school lab is 
available is not the right path to preparing our students for the technology of the future. That is why they will 
secure funding for new laptops for every freshman entering High School. By providing students with the needed 
equipment, technology can be integrated into an anytime-anywhere learning environment that has academic 
achievement as its central focus.  

 
Technical Training For Our Teachers  
 
Teachers are the key to infusion of technology in our classrooms. Howard County Schools have a top-notch 
workforce of teachers and staff who strive for excellence every day. Chris Merdon wants teachers to have the 
necessary resources and financial compensation to develop 21st century technology skills by enrolling in self-
enrichment technology classes for example. With the expanded knowledge of how to integrate technology into 
every facet of the educational experience, teachers will lead the way to student success. “Being a school system 
of the future will make the Howard County Public School System a magnet to attract and retain the best 
teachers from across the country. Teachers who will be directly invested in the success of this exciting initiative,” 
said Kaufman.  

 
Eliminate The Digital Divide  
 
As a Councilman, Mr. Merdon worked with Comcast and the Kiwanis Club to provide computers and high-speed 
internet access to students in public housing. “It sets up an unfair dynamic when some students have no 
computer at home while others have state of the art computers with high speed internet access in their home,” 
said Mr. Merdon.  

Together, they will eliminate the digital divide in the public school system by combining public dollars with the 
private and non-profit sectors to provide laptops to qualified sophomore, junior and senior high school students 
and provide free or reduced pricing on internet access. As County Executive, Mr. Merdon will make it a condition 
of future franchise agreements that cable companies provide free or reduced internet access to qualified 
families. “For Howard County to truly earn the title as the number one school system in Maryland, every one of 
our students must have the resources to succeed,” said Merdon.  

“Closing the digital divide will give these kids the tools they need to find and retain high paying jobs that will 
allow them to stay in Howard County after they graduate. Our students should not have to have come from 
affluence to have a future here,” said Kaufman.  

 
Schools of the Future Must Be Green  
 
They will require that all new schools, additions and renovation projects meet LEED certification levels as 
approved by the U.S. Green Building Council, before projects and funding will be approved. “As County 
Executive, I am committed to making Howard County government a leader in the use of green technology. We 
must lead the way to green success and be a model for the private sector to emulate,” said Merdon. In addition 
to implementing energy saving technologies as part of the physical plant, Merdon will encourage school system 
officials to move towards a completely paperless learning environment. “A technology driven school leaves 
behind the need for paper. Electronic textbooks are more up to date and less expensive to purchase,” said 
Merdon. The school system has already experimented with a green pilot at Clarksville Middle School last year 
that has shown promising results at very little cost.  

In addition, Kaufman and Merdon believe that it is time for the school system to implement a pilot initiative that 
will contract out a limited number of bus routes that will run on alternative fuels such as bio-diesel to reduce 
harmful greenhouse emissions  

 
Improved Parental Access To The Learning Environment  
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The success of Howard County’s public school system is due in large part to parental involvement in their 
student’s education. Kaufman and Merdon will fund and implement technology improvements that will facilitate 
ongoing parent-teacher dialogue about classroom curriculum and homework assignments. Through the use of 
smartboards, instead of chalkboards, lessons or homework assignments can be electronically documented and 
automatically posted to a website accessible by parents, keeping them informed on a daily basis.  

Joshua Kaufman and Chris Merdon believe the School System of the Future must begin today and it must begin 
here in Howard County.  

 

 

Page 3 of 3MSN Hotmail -

10/10/2006http://by106fd.bay106.hotmail.msn.com/cgi-bin/getmsg?curmbox=00000000%2d0000%2d0000%2d0000%2d000000...


